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Parish News – December 2022 
 

After a, hopefully restful, festive season we welcome the parish into a New Year! 
 

Stafford Mount update 
 
As the first phase of the regeneration of the Stafford Mount greenspace, the Council asked Mrs Ethelston's 
Primary schoolchildren to submit designs to be installed within the garden.  There were 4 categories:  an 
entrance sign, 3 mosaic panels, a hedgehog habitat and an insect habitat.  The Councillors who judged the 
designs, Cllr. Mrs Claire Wiscombe (who is leading the project) and Cllr. Colin Pratt were extremely 
impressed with the huge number of designs submitted. 
 
On Monday 14th November, the Chair of the Parish Council, Cllr. Chris James and one of the judges, Cllr. 
Colin Pratt, handed out a certificate and prize to each of the winning entrants.  Well done to everyone who 
entered!  The next phase will be for all the children to make the winning mosaic panel designs to become a 
reality during after-school clubs, collection and donation of materials to make the habitats and creation of 
a seasonal and pollinator-friendly planting design.  
 
We were also fortunate to receive a donation of 500 crocus corms from Lyme Regis Rotary Club, to 
represent their Purple Against Polio campaign.  We urgently need you if you are able to assist with 
materials, green-fingered labour or garden design  - please get in touch with the Clerk on 07413 947067 at 
clerk@uplymeparishcouncil.org. 
 

 
Winning mosaic design    Rotary Club presenting the crocuses to Cllr. Colin Pratt 

 
Warm Spaces 

 
Everyone is feeling the financial pinch with the cost of energy and heating oil going up, so if you are finding 
it too expensive to keep your home warm, don’t despair, there are warm and cosy public buildings in the 
parish where you can sit for a couple of hours to warm up without having to spend anything.  The parish is 
fortunate to have a warm and welcoming village hall, who offer a warm space and hot drink every Tuesday 
afternoon.  Similarly, the Parish Church will always offer a welcome to those who wish to visit.  We are also 
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very fortunate to have two libraries in which to while away a few hours with a good book in Lyme Regis 
and Axminster whilst keeping warm.   
 
If you are worried about the cost of energy bills and would like some help, you can receive 1-2-1 advice 
from Martin Rich at Devon Communities Together by calling 01392 248919 or 07984 001542 or by emailing 
him on martin@devoncommunities.org.uk . 

 
Resilience volunteers needed 

  
Parishioners may be aware that I head up emergency planning for the parish as Deputy Chair to the Parish 
Council.  This involves implementing our emergency plan covering flooding, snow and ice.  We are lucky 
enough to have a small, but great team of volunteers in the parish, often using our own equipment, which I 
will call out to help in any potential emergency situation which may happen in our parish. 
 
I have recently managed to secure extra funding to give the parish more resilience from the Devon 
Community Trust.  This has enabled us to purchase 4 push salt spreaders and other hand equipment.  I am 
now looking for further volunteers to join our fantastic team.   
 
This is a vital service to help the parish during adverse weather or an emergency.  Because we have a Snow 
and Ice Plan in place, we are covered under Devon County Council’s insurance policy when deployed after a 
short training programme.  If you are fit and able and would like to get involved, please pass your contact 
details including a phone number to our Parish Clerk. 
 
Thanks 
 
Andrew Turner 
Deputy chairman Uplyme Parish Council 

 
Hedges 

 
In December we had an emergency when a landowners hedge collapsed into the B3165 which, due to the 
low lying sun was not visible, and caused vehicles to drive into the hedge at speed.  This could have 
resulted in a serious accident.  As a landowner where your land abuts a public right of way or a highway 

you have legal obligations to ensure your hedge does not obstruct or infringe upon the passage of people 
or cars.  Please take the time to ensure that hedges, trees and vegetation are in good, safe order and that 
ditches alongside your property are kept clear, as it is a criminal offence to obstruct a public right of way or 
highway, and you may be found liable. 
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